
r00ts/reggae music with 
the ark band & opening 
drumming nov 10

They’ve been called the 
number 1 reggae performers 
in the whole Midwest, and 
they’re doing a special concert 
November 10 for the Columbus 
Folk Music Society.
They make up The Ark Band.  
These energetic and inspiring 

musicians have been around for 3 
decades and have toured through 
Canada, Jamaica, and every U.S. 
state except North and South 
Dakota, spreading what they call 

Bill Cohen:  Some of our 
members are not acquainted 
with you and your music, so 
please describe the style of 
music you do.
Scott Cook:  I play folk 
and roots, with a focus on 
storytelling.
Bill:  What are your earliest 

canadian balladeer 
scott cook performs 
nov 24  concert
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SCott Cook brings to the 
stage a multitude of thought 
provoking, finely crafted 
songs. Painfully honest and 
deeply human, his tunes 
weave threads of folk, roots, 
blues, soul and country over 
spacious fingerstyle guitar 
and clawhammer banjo 
arrangements. a performer at 
the 2017 folk festival, his songs 
were so well received, his Cd 
sales were “over the top”.

  by bill Cohen

reaChing out to Spread 
reggae muSiCal Joy – 
thats what these guys do. 
Nationally touring, The Ark 
Band is described as having: 
“stunning vocals, penetrating 
lyrics, backed by the tightest 
instrumentals imaginable...”



memories of music, and how 
did you wind up becoming 
a performer and 
songwriter?
Scott:  I think most 
kids just naturally make 
up songs, it’s more a 
question of when they 
stop. I guess I just stuck 
with it. 
I wrote little songs and 
raps in elementary 
school, played in a 
couple pretend bands 
in junior high, and then 
started actually gigging 
with a punk band in high 
school. I was the least 
capable guitarist, so they 
put me on bass. I also 
made lo-fi recordings in 
my bedroom, inspired by 
Pavement, Guided By 
Voices, Palace Brothers, 
stuff like that. 
In my university days I 
played bass in a hardcore 
band and an acid jazz/
downtempo project.  
I was also making 
electronic music, and 
finished my first CD, an 
instrumental drum n’ 
bass album, in 2007.  
Somewhere during that 
time I started taking more of 
an interest in acoustic music, 
jamming on guitars with a buddy 
from high school.  
I moved to Taiwan in 2000, and 
over there he and I started a 
roots and reggae band called 
The Anglers, which actually did 
a couple summers touring in 
Canada toward the end of my 
years in Taiwan. I also played 

bass in a funk, rock and reggae 
band called The Smoking Cones, 

and dabbled in hip hop and 
various other projects. but it was 
in Taiwan that I started playing my 
first solo gigs, singing originals 
and covers at an australian 
buddy’s bar that was about 45 
minutes by motorbike from my 
house. 
I’d always go back to visit 
Canada in the summers, and I 

started playing some of those 
originals at open mics and 

wherever else they’d let me 
on stage. That gave me a 
taste for it, and eventually I 
decided that I couldn’t live 
with the what-ifs and the 
might-have-beens if I didn’t 
give it an honest try.
Bill:  Who are the 
musician heroes and 
heroines that have 
influenced your music?
Scott:  The tradition I see 
myself working within 
stretches back to woody 
guthrie, and his voice is 
ringing louder and clearer 
to me as the years go by. 
among living artists, greg 
brown’s probably had the 
biggest influence on me.  
He was the first folksinger 
I heard singing in a voice 
close to my own, and 
hearing him helped me find 
my own voice in my early 
days.  
but my main inspirations 
these days are among my 
contemporaries, relative 
unknowns like Corin 
raymond, Jonathan byrd, 
raghu lokanathan, Carolyn 
Mark, Geoff Berner, and 

anna Tivel.
Bill:  Tell us about your touring. 
What countries have you been 
in? How many performances 
do you do every year? What’s 
the variety of venues you’ve 
played at?
Scott:   I left my job teaching 
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 Scott Cook, an Edmonton-based, world-traveling songwriter 
with a heart forever on his sleeve .  

“The tradition I see 
myself working within 
stretches back to 
Woody Guthrie, and 
his voice is ringing 
louder and clearer to 
me as the years go 
by.”          – Scott Cook

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


kindergarten in Taiwan 
back in 2007, moved 
into a minivan and set 
out on a financially-
disastrous tour across 
Canada. I was playing 
a lot of bars in those 
days, a mix of originals 
and covers, mostly 
being ignored.  but 
gradually some people 
who’d seen me in bars 
started inviting me to 
sing in their living rooms, 
garages and backyards, 
where folks could 
actually listen to the 
songs. eventually things 
got better.  
I’m still living in a van 
most of the time, but 
I’ve got another van 
in australia now too. 
Correct me if I’m wrong, 
but I think being a dual 
homeowner puts me in 
the upper echelons of 
success among self-
employed folksingers :)
I’ve played extensively 
across Canada, the 
States, australia, 
england, and Taiwan, 
as well as in Scotland, 
wales, the Netherlands, 
germany, Switzerland, 
Italy, South africa, 
Czech republic, 
belgium, and hong 
kong. I also spend a 
lot of time traveling 
in the developing 
world, not playing, just 
experiencing. I’ve been 
averaging over 150 
performances each year 

since 2007, including about 
a dozen festivals each year.  
I’ve played everywhere from 
the 1600-seat winspear 
Centre concert hall in 
edmonton to treeplanter 
parties in motel rooms. I’ve 
traded sets with strippers, 
more than once. This job 
never gets boring.
Bill: Some of your own 
original songs have talked 
about what it’s like to 
be “on the road” for so 
long.  Tell us about those 
themes.  
Scott:   well, you write 
what you know.  and the 
road’s a many-sided thing. 
I’ve known incredible 
freedom, had my eyes filled 
to overflowing with beauty, 
witnessed unbelievable 
strokes of serendipity, 
and gotten away with 
some crazy shit. 
There’s also a serious 
sacrifice involved in giving up 
house and home.  You can’t 
really be there for the people 
you care most about. You 
feel homesick for everywhere 
at once.
Bill:  Tell us more about 
your songwriting.  
Where do you get your 
inspiration? 
Scott:   again, you write 
what you know. In the 
beginning I was pretty strictly 
autobiographical. lately I’ve 
allowed myself to tell other 
people’s stories, but I’m still 
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“. . . we all carry 
multitudes [of songs] 
inside ourselves 
– everyone we’ve 
admired, and 
everything we’ve 
despised, rejected, 
hidden, it’s all there 
in each of us. Songs 
can open our hearts a 
little wider like that, by 
letting us see through 
another pair of eyes. ” 

– Scott Cook

canadian balladeer, scott cook – page 4
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drawing from my own experiences. 
In a way I think that points to 
why songs work, because we all 
carry multitudes inside ourselves–
–everyone we’ve admired, and 
everything we’ve despised, 
rejected, hidden, it’s all there in 
each of us. Songs can open our 
hearts a little wider like that, by 
letting us see through another pair 
of eyes.
Bill:   You are Canadian.  Do you 
think that impacts your song 
writing?
Scott:   I’m actually a dual US-
Canadian citizen; I was born 
in west virginia and my family 
immigrated to Canada when I 

was four years old. My extended 
family all lives in Michigan, and 
we took a lot of epic road trips, 
to visit them there or meet up 
with them elsewhere, all through 
my childhood. That probably has 
something to do with my choice 
of career, and all the traveling I do 
these days. More than anything, 
I think it’s the traveling that feeds 
the writing. Talking to people from 
different walks of life, seeing how 
people live in different places, it’s 
widened my understanding and 
compassion, 
helped me learn 
to speak in a 
language that 
has room in it for 
everyone. 

Listen to some of Scott’s stuff 
here: http://www.scottcook.net.
Hope to see you on November 
24 at the concert!  
held at: Columbus mennonite 
Church, 35 oakland park ave. 
Concert begins at 8pm. open 
Jam (all welcome) 6-7pm; open 
mic (free sign up) 7-7:45pm; 
Community sing 7:45-8pm. 
Scott Cook 8pm.

canadian balladeer, scott cook – from page 3

what can we say? we can’t do 
it without you. CFMS members 
and friends have continued to be 
so generous to all our activities! 
without you, there wouldn’t be 
the activities.  
a hearty thank you goes out to 
all who donated baked goods 
for the bake Sale auction on 
oct 27 (and for that matter all 
who constantly provide home-
baked goodies to our regular 
events)! 
again, a grateful thank you to 
all who donated to the recent, 
hugely successful garage sale 
fundraising event.
a hearty thank you goes out to 
all musicians who contributed 
their time/talent by playing the 
Columbus Marathon event oct 21. 
a double thank you to all our 
sound engineers with a special 

shout out to “chief engineer”, 
Mike hale. They are faithfully there 
whenever we need them, donating 
their time and talent.

also a profound thank you to all 
the unsung heroes who do all the 
work behind the scenes for all of 
the events. 
a kind thank you to all the jammers 

who faithfully show up all the many 
places we reach out musically 
to throughout the year. There’s 
the regular events and also the 
special events like the recent 
music provided at battelle Darby 
Creek’s Darby Days on oct 7 and  

highbanks Metro park’s Harvest 
Fest on october 27. There is 
also the addition of a regular 
jam with the kids at the run the 
race program. You guys are the 
best!
and a hearty thank you goes 
out to all our faithful attendees 
to our regular concerts aND our 
special fundraising concerts and 
events that help us pull off the 
Central ohio Folk Festival. plus 
you get the benefit of enjoying 
special concerts! our fundraiser 
income, thanks to your support, 

covers roughly 20% of our costs 
to put on the festival. The balance 
comes from the festival income 
and grants. obviously we couldn’t 
do it without you! 
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a great big thank you!

 Photo courtesy Dakota Corbin, UnSplash.  

http://www.scottcook.net.


amazonSmile is a website operated by amazon with 
the same products and prices as amazon.com. The 
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, 
the amazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice. The Columbus Folk 
Music Society is listed as one of the charities with the 

amazon Smile program. You’ll 
only need to shop via the 
smile.amazon.com link. You 
can use your regular sign-in 
name and password you use 
for amazon.com.

The first time you go to smile.amazon.com, you 
choose from a searchable list of charities. You can 
choose a different one at any time.
You will see eligible products marked “eligible for 
amazonSmile donation” on their product detail 
pages.
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with holidays coming up 
– another way to give

the joy of roots reggae, 
Soca, and calypso music. 
The Ark Band features 
musicians playing bass, 
drum, two guitars and 
a key board, plus tight 
vocals with harmony.
“Music brings people 
together, all kinds of 
people,” says band 
spokesman Terry bob.  
“It’s also good for the soul. 
I’ve found reggae music 
to be the best medicine for 
peace.”
as the third part of this 
year’s CFMS “americana/
Folk Concert Series,” The 
Ark Band performance will 

take place in a new 
location, the run the 
race Center, 880 S. 
wayne avenue in the 
Southwest quadrant 
of Columbus 
near the hilltop 
neighborhood. It’s 
part of the CFMS 
mission to reach 
out and spread the 
magic of folk music 
to neighbors outside 

of our group’s historic 
performance focus in 
Clintonville. a recent 
grant from the greater 
Columbus arts Council 
is helping the CFMS 
produce this expanded 
concert series.
The ark band will take 
the stage at 2:30 p.m., 
after a 2 p.m. half-hour 
opening drum circle led 
by drumming specialist 
Queen, who has delighted 
children and parents alike 
at several past Central 
ohio Folk Festivals. 

“Few American-based 
reggae bands have shown 
the commitment and 
dedication of The Ark 
Band, whose latest release 
“Love is What We Need” 
is a textbook example of 
what’s best in American-
based reggae.” 

– Chuck Foster, THE BEAT

WELCOME ALL HAND 
DRUMMERS FOR OPENING 
DRUMMING EVENT – 
2-2:30PM
ARK BAND 2:30-4:30PM 
Free will donation. 
SAT, NOV 10 - 880 S. Wayne 
Ave, Cols, OH.

https://smile.amazon.com
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Friends.  Freedom.  Food.  Music. 
Jobs. parents. Children.  laughter. 
emotions. and dozens of other 
things. we all have so much to be 
thankful for –  everyday, not just 
Thanksgiving Day.
So join bill from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on 
Friday, November 23 as he sings 
a unique concert of songs that 

express gratitude for all that 
we have.
playing piano and guitar, 
he’ll sing songs written by, 
made famous by, or inspired 
by, a wide variety of folks – 
John Denver, the weavers, 
phil ochs,  louis armstrong, 
Don Mclean, the beatles, 
and others.  even Johnny 
appleseed, Jiminy Cricket, 
and the “old ladies” on the 

Tv show, “golden girls.” 
The program will take place in the 
intimate sanctuary of the Maynard 
avenue Methodist Church at 
2350 Indianola in Columbus. Free 
parking will be available in the 
church lot and on nearby streets.
a $10 per person donation will be 

asked for at the door. proceeds 
will go to help bill’s wife randi 
make her annual winter trek to 
the Dominican republic. That’s 
where she serves as a volunteer 
translator for the International 
Medical alliance of Tennessee, a 
team of doctors and nurses who 
provide free basic medical care to 
impoverished haitian workers who 
live and work just inside the D.r. 
border.
For many, Thanksgiving is a 
day to gorge on food, and the 
next day is a shopping day to 
splurge on buying material goods.  
let’s make this holiday more 
meaningful by celebrating our true 
blessings, giving heartfelt thanks 
for them, and taking action to 
make this a better world.

celebrating our true blessings  
– upcoming concert by bill cohen 
nov 23 will do Just that

Do you want to know you’re 
helping the perpetuation of folk 
music?  an anonymous donor 
has offered to match all 
donations to the Columbus 
Folk Music Society received 
before Dec 31 at midnight up 

to a grand total of $500. As 
the 2019 Central Ohio Folk 
Festival is in full swing, your 
donations now will really help. 
This is a great opportunity to give 
$25, $50 or more (and before 
year-end). please give now in 

order to get the match!  
Mail to: CFMS 2019 Challenge,  
p.o. box 20735 
Columbus, oh 43220
To arrange for a credit card 
transaction, e-mail: treasurer@
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org.

year end matching fund challenge ! 

want to enjoy some good americana/folk music with some seasonal tunes thrown in the mix?  Save the 
date for our December 15th concert from 5:30-7:30pm. venue: la Chatelaine in worthington. all kinds 
of menu options, sandwiches, pastries, or complete dinner.  bar service. More info in December.

dec 15 benefit concert for coff 
features don newton & friends with 
special guest, paisha thomas



Save The DaTe . . .
The Saturday Music Jam at 
Worthington Farmer’s Market 
9:30-11:30am – at the Shops at 
worthington Mall (location of the 
market & jam during winter) starting 
in Nov. Jam is back in location next 
to children’s area! all are welcome. 
Consider bringing a chair.  

1st & 3rd Thursdays, Nov  1 & 
15, 1:30-2:30pm: Jam at Wesley 
Glen (Special Care Unit) – 5155 N 
high St, Columbus. Contact Mike 
at: mikezajano@aol.com for more 
info or to be put on the e-list.
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, Nov 14 
& 28, 2-3pm: Jam at Laurels of 
Worthington (Memory Care Unit) 
– 1030 N. high St., worthington. 
Contact Mike at: mikezajano@aol.
com for more info or to be put on 
the e-mail list. 

Saturday, Nov 10, 2:30-4:30pm:  
THE ARK BAND (Part of 
Americana/Folk Concert Series) 
at: Run the Race Auditorium, 
880 S. wayne avenue, Cols, 
oh. opening drumming event 
2-2:30pm (drummers welcome) led 
by Queen. Free will donation.  

Saturday, Nov 24, 8pm: SCOTT 
COOK (Part of Americana/Folk 
Concert Series) at FolkSide 
Coffeehouse:  
6pm – open Jam (all welcome); 
7-7:45pm – open Mic (free sign up); 
7:45-8pm – Community Sing
8pm  – Scott Cook. held at: the 
Columbus Mennonite Church, 
35 oakland park avenue, Cols. 
Suggested donation: $10; students 
& CFMS members $7; under 12 
free. handicap accessible.  bring a 
can of food for our local pantry.
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Saturday, Nov 10, 7-10pm, 
Grassahol: Java Central Coffee 
House, 20 S. State St, westerville, 
oh. No cover, tips appreciated. 
Friday, Nov 2:  7:30pm, Spirit 
of the 1960s Coffeehouse 
with Bill Cohen,  King Avenue 
Methodist Church, 299 w king 
(at Neil), Cols, oh. $10 donation. 
Benefit for Mid-Ohio Food Bank.

Friday, Nov 23:  7:30-9pm, 
Songs of Gratitude with 
Bill Cohen,  Maynard Avenue 
Methodist Church, 2350 Indianola 
ave, Cols, oh. $10 donation. 
Tuesday, Nov 27, 9:30am, 
Joanie Calem, Seeds of Caring, 
Intergenerational Sing along, 
goodwill, Cols, oh

FollowINg oUr owN 

welcome 
to our 
new and 
returning 
members

kathyrn allan
andy beyer
linda bolles
Sandy bonneville
Diane and kathleen boston
Joanie Calem
Janet Chandler
leon Cherney family
Dan Clarke family
Jennifer Cohen-Jordan  (New)
Cynthia Deering
hugh Farthing family 
Dave Fultz
Mike hale
Stephen hopkins family
Sherry hubbardm (New)
Carol kane and loren bucek 
ken keller
Jackie laMuth
alvin and M. Mars (New)
linda McDonald
bonnor Mcglone
howard and vanja Mosley (good  
  Friend level)
larry Myers
Tom Nagel
alan and Denise Newman (New)
ed pollock (Sponsor level)
patti ramsey
Cindy ramsey
pam raver
ron & earlene rhodes (New)
Steve and linda russo
Theresa Schleifer
Stephen Seiple
lois ann Sellers  (New)
Carl and Debbie Shaw
Steve and Cathy Sheets
larry Staats
Sandra vitek 
J. Michael vunderink 
laura weber
Dagmar wolcott
Mike and Nancy Zajano

if you haven’t already; 
time to renew your 
CfmS memBerShip!
Fill out the form on the back; be 
sure to include any changes since 
last year, e-mail address, etc. 
Benefits? Discounts on regular 
concerts, monthly newsletter, and 
being part of it all!



The Columbus Folk  
Music Society
P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

Next Issue in December

We’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

