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A Big Experiment, A Huge Success:
Folk Festival 2021
By Bill Cohen
No one knew if it would work. After all, no one
around here had ever tried to put together a
folk music festival that would combine prerecorded concerts with live, interactive
workshops and musical programs in the middle
of a pandemic and then present the whole
package online to ticket-buying folk music fans.

concerts that would have the feel of live
performances.

And yet, as we all held our breath, it did indeed
work. An estimated 200+ people enjoyed the
May 22 Central Ohio Folk Festival on their
computer screens, ipads, and phones. And
those folks did it from as far away as New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York,
Connecticut, Maine, Iowa, Tennessee, Georgia,
Michigan, California, and Jamaica.

Seven different bands took the stage at
Highbanks on May 1 under sunny skies with
temperatures in the 60’s, as a crew of video
and audio personnel – some professionals and
some our own volunteers—recorded the
wonderful music for playback 3 weeks later.

The strategy was often confusing, even for
festival regulars and organizers
themselves. But we finally understood how it
would work.

Continued on page 3

Safety guidelines to tamp down the spread of
Covid-19 made it impossible to plan, six
months in advance, for our usual in-person
festival at Highbanks Metropark that, in past
years, had attracted as many as 10,000 music
lovers over a 2-day celebration. That’s why
festival director Diane Boston came up with the
idea of planning a one-day fest: a mix of live
musical events with pre-recorded main stage
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Next year’s Folk Festival will be live and in
person
Headliners Teresa Williams, Larry Campbell

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

1

Contact us at: Voicemail 614-470-3963

Columbus Folk Music Society a not for profit 501c(3)

Summer 2021

Folk Music Festival 2021:
a Huge Success
And so, on May 22, the online festival featured a wide
variety of performers at their best.
The humorous and wild Shazzbots opened the festival with
all 5 band members in the role of intergalactic space
explorers, playing pop rock music for kids. “Captain” Ian
Hummel noted it was the first public performance by the
group after a 14-month hiatus caused by Covid, and he
joked: “What a way to make our triumphant return.” The
band performed off-the-wall, original songs, like the one
about a 3rd grader with a handlebar mustache and another
with the lyric, “I want to giggle my life away.”

The four numbers in their eclectic songlist included a jazzy
version of the Louis Armstrong tune “What a Wonderful
World,” the Beatles’ classic “Blackbird,” the Brazilian Bossa
Nova tune “Girl from Ipanema,” and a French song that
translated into “Men are all the same.”
Next up, Whinestopper, longtime supporters of CFMS,
performed their usual delightful mix of folk songs, standards,
and swing tunes, often highlighting close 3-part vocal
harmonies. Their songlist included “Circle Game,” “Deep
River Blues,” “Give Yourself to Love,” and 2 original songs,
among others.
Long-time CFMS favorite RJ Cowdery engaged the audience
with her original heartfelt songs that spanned emotions from
depression to joy. Despite often feeling different – “a square
peg in a round hole,” as she sang in one tune, RJ noted she
had “never been so happy” as when, many years ago, she
discovered fellow singer/songwriters and felt a sense of
community. No wonder her life’s renewal resonated as she
sang “Don’t Give Up.”

The Shazzbots

Next up was Mutual Ohio’s Daniel Dye and his 4 nieces and
nephews, known as the Miller Road Band. Classically
trained, they played cello, violin, guitar, and mandolin, and
they forged beautiful vocal harmonies as they sang Daniel’s
original Americana tunes with poignant lyrics. For example,
one song was inspired by childhood memories of a giant tree
in his front yard. Another painted a sad portrait of “the
saddest city in the USA.”
A unique touch was added when Starlit Ways took the
stage. Chris Glover and Rose Nkechi Onyeneho blended
their voices with soothing songs that showed off her West
African roots.

The spirit was high energy as the four members of the
Relentless Mules played bluegrass, at times traditional and
at times ultra-modern. Super tight 3-part high-range vocal
harmony, a trademark of bluegrass, was in the spotlight. So
were intricate instrumental segments, especially on “Mule
Skinner Blues,” which was clocked at an estimated 97 miles
an hour.
Ending the main stage performances were the Wayfarers
from Southeastern Ohio. Complete with washtub bass, they
played mountain and bluegrass music that evoked a time a
full century ago when the authentic tunes were first
broadcast on that new invention, the radio. The 5 musicians
polished that image with excellent work on guitar, fiddle,
banjo, and
mandolin, as
they crowded
around an old
-fashioned
microphone.

The Wayfarers
Chris and Rose of Starlit Ways
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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Folk Music Festival 2021
Those seven main stage concerts were only half of the fun
that festival-goers experienced on May 22. Some chose to
watch three special sessions aimed at children.
In a kids’ zoom room, which allowed performers and kids
watching from home on their devices to interact, Joanie
Calem sang traditional children’s songs and her own original
creations, adding finger puppets for fun. She even did one
song using sign language.

household, all that entertainment was a bargain. But concert
goers got even more for their money – an evening headliner
concert that was pre-recorded but had the feel of a live
show.
Music veterans Larry Campbell and Teresa Williams delivered
their concert from – where else? – “Music City, USA” --Nashville. Long married, the couple’s beautiful voices
blended perfectly, evoking joy on some songs, pain on
others. With their soft Southern accents, Larry and Teresa
were playful with each other, and she joked: “He gave me a
Louvin Brothers mix tape when we were courting.”
Their songlist symbolized how wide the folk music genre
extends. For example, they sang the country classic “Turn
Around,” an old spiritual “If I Had My Way,” and the 1969
song that John Sebastian sang at Woodstock, “Darlin’ Be

Veteran story-teller Barry Weaver wove his music around
movement, asking children to act out how a farmer might
plant seeds and to do hand motions as he sang “She’ll Be
Comin’ Around the Mountain.” He also told funny stories
about a big-mouthed frog and a family that had trouble
blowing out a candle.
Music educator Roger Parish provided the voice for his
animal puppet singing along with a background recording of
the Louis Armstrong classic, “What a wonderful
World.” Roger also taught kids how to count out rhythms,
and he played piano accompaniment to an inspirational story
he told about a baby eagle learning to fly.
Between those 3 children’s concerts were 2 special arts and
crafts sessions. They were led by Linda McDonald, her
daughter Amanda Mellott, Amanda’s daughter Harper, and
Harper’s friend Solveig Applegate. They showed how
children could make drums and rhythm shakers out of
ordinary household materials, like coffee cans, oatmeal
canisters, duct tape, and breakfast cereal.
Educational workshops have been a mainstay of past Central
Ohio Folk Festivals, and they continued – virtually – during
this unique experimental online fest. Using Zoom, folk fans
tuned into sessions on songwriting and accompanying other
musicians. Plus, there were sessions on playing guitar, banjo,
fiddle, dulcimer, and ukulele. The workshops were led by Bill
Schilling, Deborah Van Kleef, Butch Ross, Matt Opachick,
Andrew Morris, and Brian Szuch.

Home Soon.” In a debut public performance, they also sang a
new song that seemed to symbolize their relationship: “You
Were There for Me.” Sometimes they sang sweetly. At other
times, they sang bluesy tunes with a rough edge.
Camera close-ups caught Larry’s seemingly-effortless nimble
finger-picking on lead guitar, a skill that had earned him a
lifetime achievement award from the Americana Music
Association.
As the headliners were wrapping up, CFMS member and
festival volunteer Barbara Wright commented that she was
enjoying the concert on her porch: “If I close my eyes, it’s
almost like the Central Ohio Folk Festival, live and in person.”

“It was the best part of my day. There’s
something about live music – it instantly
makes me happy.”
…Mistee Meachem, who stumbled upon
the May 1 recording session at Highbanks.

For the $15 individual ticket or the $25 ticket for an entire
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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Final Notes on the 2021 Folk Festival
Notes on the May 1 Taping
On May 1 in Columbus’s Highbanks Metropark the seven performers and bands who made up the bulk of this
year’s Folk Festival met with technicians to videotape
their performances so they could be shown at this
year’s virtual Folk Festival. The weather gods provided
perfect spring weather and the taping went off like
clockwork. Although the event wasn’t advertised, a
scattering of fans were in the audience and they were
To our ticket purchasers, feel free to log back into the
able to get a preview of this year’s Festival. We spoke
site with your site link and password to revisit archived
with some of the performers afterward to get their refestival footage, including the Main Stage, the Headliner Concert, and the workshops and children’s program- actions to the process.
ming. You may also download any workshop
Q: How was your experience during the taping session
handouts, etc.
on May 1?
Thank you so much for participating and for your interest in our 2021 Central Ohio Folk Festival, a bold, new
endeavor on our part. The Columbus Folk Music Society was rather “green” at it, and we know there were a
few bumps and glitches along the way; we apologize
for that. We thank you for your patience and we trust
the overall experience either has been or will be positive and rewarding.

To those who weren’t able to get a ticket before the
event, you may still log on to view the footage using
the link and password below. There is a donation link
on the site.
Website - https://www.coffestival.com
Password - COFFestival2021
The archived footage will be available until Monday
June 28th, 2021.
Please visit our website later in the summer at:
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org to find out what
we are doing for Fall programming. Also consider
getting on our e-mail list to be notified of our upcoming events. Those requests can be made through
emailing:
webmaster@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Chris Glover, Starlit Ways: “It was a blast! It wasn’t too bad
of a commute as we are Columbus residents .”
Daniel Dye, Miller Road Band: “It was a great experience. We were provided food, drinks, shelter, a live audience, and we performed publicly as a band for the first time
since mid-2020, so it was wonderful.”
Justin Rayner, The Wayfarers: “We had a great time playing for the May 1 taping! It was a beautiful day. Everybody
involved with the event was friendly and helpful and things
seemed to run smoothly. We weren’t sure what to expect,
but it ended up seeming like a pretty “normal” show- which
is absolutely fantastic after the year we’ve all just experienced.”

Q: How has the pandemic and the lockdown affected
your musical career?

Teresa Schleifer, Whinestopper: “Early on during the pandemic, Whinestopper shared some solo and duo recordings
Thank you once again for allowing us to make this
on social media. In our physical isolation from each other,
presentation to you virtually in these COVID times! We we learned to use the Acapella app to collaborate, practice,
so appreciate our audience!!
and record in our individual abodes. In the fall we released
some full-band recordings of holiday tunes. It makes me
smile to be playing together now in the same space.”
Sincerely,

Your friends from the Columbus Folk Music Society

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Daniel Dye: “With the pandemic, performing came to a
halt. So with everyone laying low, we spent the year recording in a home studio.”
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Member Profile: Barbara Wright
Editor’s Note: Barbara Wright has been a loyal supporter
of the Columbus Folk Music Society for years. Although
she does not play a musical instrument herself, she is a
fan of live music and has attended many concerts over
the years, including the Americana Folk Concert Series
concerts sponsored by CFMS.
PI: Are you a native Ohioan?
Barbara Wright: I grew up in Grandview before anyone
used the “Heights”, graduated from Ohio State in 1976
(before they added “The”) and moved to Cape Canaveral,
Florida and Georgetown, Delaware before settling in the
Dayton suburb of Oakwood, where I lived for 25 years
and raised my 3 children. I lived in Fairfield, Ohio from
2005-2012, and after 40 years of avoidance, I returned to
Columbus because I missed everything I had run from.
PI: So what is your musical background?
Barbara Wright: My mother’s best friend was a dance
teacher and I was fortunate to receive dance lessons from
Virginia Forster for 15 years. I also played piano, clarinet,
drums and guitar but excelled at none of them. Destined
to be an avid listener, I began attending live music concerts in the late 60’s, first at the Ohio State Fair and then
at Veterans’ Memorial, The Ohio Theater, The Agora, The
Sugar Shack and St. John’s Arena. The first concerts I remember were Ike and Tina Turner at the Ohio State Fair
and Black Sabbath and Grateful Dead at the Ohio Theater
on October 31, 1971. I saw B.B. King at the Agora and he
handed me his guitar pick after his final encore! Ticket
prices varied from $2 to see Joan Baez at St. John’s Arena
to $10 to see Stevie Wonder open for The Rolling Stones
at the Akron Rubber Bowl on July 11, 1972.
PI: How did you hear about the Columbus Folk Music
Society?
Barbara Wright: I heard about the Folk Music Society
when I attended Bill Cohen’s 1960s music coffeehouse in
2012. I began to attend the monthly CFMS coffeehouses,
feeling comfortable and at ease with the welcoming
membership. I liked the earlier hours and that the coffeehouses are alcohol free, providing a safe atmosphere for
all to enjoy the music. I attended my first Central Ohio
Folk Festival in 2014.

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Barbara (2nd from right) with family

PI: You’ve been to many, many concerts over the years.
Which ones stand out in your mind?
Barbara Wright: Bob Dylan is the artist I have seen the
most—too many times to keep count. While living in
Dayton, I eagerly awaited the annual CityFolk Festival and
I spent many musical nights at the Canal Street Tavern, a
small downtown venue owned by Mick Montgomery. I
never missed a performance by The New Grass Revival
(Sam Bush, Bela Fleck, John Cowan, Patrick Flynn). Some
of the other artists I’ve seen include John Hartford, Maura
O’Connell, Mary Chapin Carpenter, the Del McCoury
Band, Leo Kottke, Bela Fleck and the Flecktones, Dry
Branch Fire Squad, Dave Van Ronk, The Hotmud Family,
Larry Sparks and his Lonesome Ramblers, Doc Watson,
David Bromberg, Norman and Nancy Blake, Rambling Jack
Elliot, Jerry Jeff Walker, Tom Chapin, Tom Paxton, Riders
In The Sky, John Sebastian, Leon Redbone, Donovan, Chris
Hillman and the Desert Rose Band, Tom Rush, Livingston
Taylor, the Seldom Scene, Roger McGuinn, Tony Rice
Unit, Peter Rowan, New Riders of the Purple Sage,
Loudon Wainwright III, John Gorka, Alison Krause & Union
Station, Sally Fingerett, Tony Trischka, Jerry Douglas, Kate
Clinton and Emmy Lou Harris.
I’m also drawn to those folk artists who perform in relative obscurity but still work devotedly at their craft. It’s
these people who keep the music in the air, earning “tens
of dollars” per gig. I am drawn to the troubadour, the
balladeer, the artist who isn’t driven to pack a theater but
to share a message with like-minded people or even people of a different mindset who are willing and open. For
me, it is about that connection between artist/performer
and the person anticipating the next word put to musical
notes.
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Happenings in and Around Columbus
This Summer
By Diane Boston

Well, summer is here and things seem to be opening back
up. We’ve compiled a list of some “live” events (and some
virtual) that are happening in and around Central Ohio in
case you are interested.
CFMS Monthly Summer Potluck Picnic
and Music Jams
At this point, the CFMS is unsure if we will be holding our
three customary summer potluck picnic / music jams.
They are usually held the last Sunday of the month in
June, July & August. For sure, we are holding our General
Meeting/Elections on Sunday, June 27 from 1:30 - 4pm.
The General Meeting/Elections segment is relatively short.
It will be followed by a picnic and a jam for those interested in jamming. There will be no potluck or beverages provided this year; you will need to bring your own packed
lunch, drinks and a chair. The location is yet to be determined, but will most likely be in one of Columbus’ parks.
The June 27 event is open to CFMS members and nonmembers alike (note, only CFMS members can vote in the
elections).
CFMS Saturday Morning Jams
Our customary weekly summer jams at Worthington
Square Green will not be happening this year because
more space had to be added between vendors, sometimes
extending the vendors into the actual Worthington Square
area. We continue to hold a virtual jam every Saturday
morning from 10am-Noon (as well as at other times during the week). Due to virtual restrictions, the jam format is
not a typical jam where everyone simultaneously hears
each other play, but combined music is made nevertheless
and the folks involved have lots of fun at it. If you are interested in our many jam opportunities, contact Jane VanAuken at vanaukj@gmail.com to get on the e-mail list for
jamming notices.
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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OTHER GREAT STUFF (MORE
OR LESS LOCAL)
Many festivals have been cancelled for 2021 (Columbus
Arts Festival, Canal Winchester’s Blues & Rib Fest, the full
Dublin Irish Festival), but others are still happening. The
following list is some of the events we are aware of.
May 29-Sept 5: Quilt National ’21: The Best of Contemporary Quilts. Location: Dairy Barn Arts Center in Athens,
OH. Gallery hours are from Tues-Sun 11am-5pm, reservations are required. www.dairybarn.org
June 17-19: Washboard Music Festival. Location: Logan,
Ohio. FREE. Home of the Columbus Washboard Company.
The washboard and its musical use is the star at this festival. Find out details about 2021 programming here:
https://washboardfest.org/2021-program
August 5-8: Dublin Irish Days. A city-wide celebration of
all things Irish during Dublin Irish Days, presented by the
Dublin Irish Festival. It will be a hybrid format
incorporating both ticketed and free experiences, all the
while prioritizing the health and safety of participants.
Limited ticketing. Visit: dublinirishfestival.org
Festival Latino 2021. Location: Bicentennial Park (by Rich
St. bridge). Visit www.festivallatino.net.

September 4-5: Columbus Caribbean Festival. Location:
Delaware County Fairgrounds, 236 Pennsylvania Ave,
Delaware, OH. Visit: columbuscaribbeanfestival.com.
Sept 16-19: Creekside Blues & Jazz Fest. Location:
Creekside Park & Plaza, 117 Mill St., Gahanna, OH. Nominal admission fee. Info at:
www.creeksidebluesandjazz.com
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CFMS Elections, and More
CFMS Elections and Picnic
Hello CFMS Members:

Save the Date

Events

Its that time of year where we announce the
Slate of Nominees for the upcoming 2021-22
year for the Columbus Folk Music Society.

CFMS General Meeting and Election of Officers.
Sunday, June 27, 1:30 to 4:00 pm. Location:
TBD. Bring your own food and drinks and bring
your instrument(s) if you would like to take part
in the jam session.

We will plan on having (yeah!) a CFMS General
Meeting for elections, followed by a jam, on
Sunday, June 27. The place will be announced
in another email.

RJ Cowdery, one of our virtual festival performers, will be performing live at Natalie’s Coal
Fired Pizza, 5601 N. High St., Worthington, OH
on Saturday, July 24 at 9 pm.
http://www.rjcowdery.com/play-dates

To accommodate COVID, the gathering will be a
little different this year: bring your own chair
and bring your own food (no potluck). There will
be a short General Meeting, followed by eating
and a jam for those wanting to jam. We will be
following all CDC / State guidelines.
The time: 1:30pm - 4pm.

Washboard Music Festival, Logan, Ohio. June
17—19. For details about 2021 programming,
go to: https://washboardfest.org/2021-program

The 2021-2022 slate of proposed nominees
is as follows:

Festival Latino 2021. Location: Bicentennial
Park (by Rich St. bridge). Visit
www.festivallatino.net.

Officers - President, Charlie Flowers; Vice
President, Hugh Farthing; ; Treasurer, Greg
Denby; Secretary, Barbara Wright

Dublin Irish Days, August 5—8. A city-wide
celebrations of all things Irish. Limited
ticketing. Visit: dublinirishfestival.org

Trustees - Mike Hale, Bill Cohen, Diane
Boston, Linda McDonald, Peter Insabella, Bob
Lipetz, Dan Clarke, Dave Fultz, Jennifer CohenJordan, Mary Finney, Jane VanAuken

Creekside Blues & Jazz Fest. September 16—
19. Location: Creekside Park & Plaza, Gahanna,
OH. Nominal admission fee. Info at:
www.creeksidebluesandjazz.com

Welcome New and Returning CFMS
Members

Jam Sessions

Judith Waite Allee
Greg Applegate
Jim Buddelmeyer
Don Caudy
Howard Davis
Ed Haag
Nancy & Eugene King

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Daily Zoom Jam Sessions
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 10:00
am to noon; Wednesday, Friday, Sunday: 2:00
to 4:00 pm. To see the current link to these sessions, send an e-mail request to Jane
VanAuken vanaukj@gmail.com
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The Columbus Folk
Music Society
P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

We’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Next issue:
September 2021

YOUR LOGO HERE

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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