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bohemian highway at
March 24 coffeehouse
Interview by Bill Cohen

Bohemian Highway is an Indiefolk band known for fine vocal
harmonies and lyric-driven material,
as well as being multi-instrumental:
guitar, mandolin, Irish whistle,
bass, and banjo. Band members?
Songwriter Beki Test, Mike Neely,
Carl Yaffey, Karl Wohlwend, and Nina
Hawranick.
What follows is an excerpt of an
interview done with band member,
Mike Neely, previously published in
our Dec, 2015 issue.

Bill Cohen: Those of us who’ve
been fortunate enough to have

heard your group have seen you
do Beatles songs, traditional folk
material, 1970s rock, and your
own original songs. For those
who haven’t yet enjoyed your
performances, give us some
examples of just how wide and
varied your repertoire is.
Mike Neely: Well, about
90% of our material is original.
It’s hard to classify our music
exactly, but we tend to call it
contemporary, singer-songwriter
folk. It is very lyric driven and
deviates a fair amount from
See Bohemian Highway – page 2
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festival worst song contest

& Friday may 4 Meet ‘N Greet
The “Worst Song in the World
Contest” has been a staple of
the Central Ohio Folk Festival for
a number of years. The rules?
Create your own song OR perform
someone else’s (solo or with
others) before a listening audience
who will judge as to whether it

rates as the “worst” song of
the bunch. Not technically nor
performance wise “worst,”
but worst in topic / story line,
etc. You may use a prompt
sheet.
The Worst Song Contest
will be held both Friday, May

4, (8pm) at the Meet ‘n Greet
which kicks off the festival for
CFMS members, volunteers and
See Worst Song/Meet ‘n Greet – page 3
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standard chord progressions and
song structures. Given that and
the varied influences each member
brings to the table makes for quite
a varied repertoire. There is a
strong Celtic influence as well as
bit of an Americana influence. The
material we do that is not original
consists of old traditional tunes,
a few Gillian Welch tunes,
and a Peggy Seeger tune.
But we put our own spin
on those.
Bill: Your group’s name,
Bohemian Highway. . .did
you choose it because
it symbolizes something
about the band?
Mike: We originally got
the name from a wine
bottle actually.  But we
liked it because we are a group
of bohemian, free-inspired
people. There is also a highway
in California called the Bohemian
Highway. It goes through a very
small town called Occidental
where a favorite band of ours
(the great traditional Irish band,
Lunasa) recorded an album.
In addition, I have been to that
town. We figured all those
reasons together were enough to
seal the deal.
Bill: Let’s hear something about
each member of the band, what
her or his role is, and what their
background is.
Mike: Beki Test is the primary
songwriter and vocalist in the
band.  She is such a creative
lyricist and songwriter. She has a
beautiful voice and a great ear for
vocal harmony. She is also a very
solid rhythm guitarist.
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Nina Hawranick is the newest
member of the band. She also has
a beautiful voice and a great ear
for vocal harmony. She comes to
the table with loads of great ideas
and a really positive attitude.
I am a multi-instrumentalist who
brings many musical influences to
the band. I play lead and rhythm
guitar, mandolin, and Irish whistle.

bass lines add the bottom end to
the music giving the band a rich
and full sound.
Bill: Many folkies tell us they’ve
experienced some amazingly
good times performing their
music, but they’ve also had some
disasters. Tell us about your
highest high and your lowest low?

Mike: As with any band we’ve
had our ups and
downs. Being invited
to play showcases at
the International Folk
Alliance would definitely
qualify as a high. It is
where folk musicians
from all over the world
converge on one hotel
over a period of four
days each February to
share music. As far as
lows are concerned, it
can be difficult when five great
musicians get together and
. . . We divide music into
have creative differences. We
two categories –
do a good job working these
“positunes” and “negatunes.”
things out however.  And it’s
Most of our tunes are
all worth it when everything
“positunes.” Folks coming to
comes together!
hear us can expect carefully

“

crafted music with a positive
message for the world.”
Mike Neely

Banjo player extraordinaire, Carl
Yaffey, adds lovely textures and
colors that breathe even more life
into the songs. He is extremely
well-versed in claw-hammer and
3-finger banjo styles and has tons
of knowledge about traditional
American folk music.
Karl Wohlwend is a brilliant allaround musician with years of
experience.  His creative fretless
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Bill: If folks attend your
performance at the CFMS
coffeehouse, what can they
expect?

Mike: We divide music into two
categories – “positunes” and
“negatunes.” Most of our tunes
are “positunes.” Folks coming to
hear us play can expect carefully
crafted music with a positive
message for the world.  This
music is delivered through
complex songwriting, tight vocal
harmony, and creative instrumental
accompaniment. A good time will
be had by all!

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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musicians AND on the festival
Showcase Stage Sat, May
5th (4:15pm).
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MAP of Highbanks Metro Park

You can even enter both
contests! We only ask you keep
the songs family friendly. If you
are interested in participating in
this most dignified and rather
fun event, contact Tom Nagel
at: tomnagel@wowway.
com. If at all possible, let Tom
know prior to festival if you’re
participating, as it helps with
planning.
MEET ‘N GREET INFO

The Meet n’ Greet will be held
at the Northern Shelter at
Highbanks Metro Park. Shelter
entrance is the 2nd road to
the right after you enter the
park. We’ll have the fireplace

and the potbellied stove fired up for
ambiance ! There is no microwave
nor stove, so hot potluck items will
need to be in crock pots. There is
electric and running water.
There are picnic tables in the

shelter, but for jamming, you may
want to bring your own chair.
The Fri, May 4 Meet ‘n Greet runs
from 6:00 - 9:30pm with the Worst
Song Contest at approximately
8pm.

calling all festival
volunteers

by Randi Cohen

Money is nice, but volunteering your time and energy
to the upcoming Central Ohio Folk Festival is even
nicer!
To make everything run smoothly, we need folks to
volunteer in several different ways, and you may be
able to choose what kind of help you’d lend a hand
with – safeguarding instruments in our lock-up tent,
helping children enjoy the arts and crafts area or the
instrument “petting zoo,” registering people who pay
to attend our workshops, welcoming dance groups
and singer-songwriters to their special tents, and
more.

Even if you can help out just for a couple hours, it will
help spread the work load and put this year’s festival
on the road to success. You don’t need to be an
expert at anything EXCEPT showing up. We’ll tell you
what to do!
For your 3 hours of commitment and showing up,

you will get to see an AMAZING concert with Red Tail
Ring (www.redtailring.com) followed by Tom Rush
with Matt Nakoa (www.tomrush.com) as the main
performer. Festival date is May 5 & 6 and it is held at
Highbanks Metro Park.
To volunteer, contact Randi Cohen ASAP:
randi@randicohen.com or at (614) 233-1263 (talk
or text).
As folk duo Mustard’s Retreat proclaim in their
beloved tribute to the unsung heroes who make
folk festivals happen: “Let’s hear it for the
volunteers.”
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John & Janet
Schomburg – CFMS
Member highlight
John & Janet Schomburg have been
long-time, dedicated CFMS members.
What follows is a recent interview done
by Bill Cohen with them. Their good
humor is contagious and we’re sure,
even if you don’t yet know them, you’ll
enjoy reading their story!

Bill Cohen: What are your
earliest memories of music, and
how did you wind up becoming a
performer?
Janet Schomburg: I remember
my Dad singing me to sleep at
night playing the ‘48 Gibson LG-2
that I play now. He sang “Red
River Valley” and “Little Brown
Jug.” He had been a cowboy in
Arizona for a while.
John Schomburg: The first song
my Dad taught me was “The
Marines’ Hymn.” After that we
moved on to “Blue Tail Fly” and
“Froggie Went A’ Courtin’.” Dad
played the French harp.

Interview by Bill Cohen

buddies told me
about a group who
had sponsors and
everything and they
were auditioning for
a guitar player. So I showed up
at the Portsmouth YMCA building
with my 12-string. I had long
hair and probably wasn’t wearing
shoes. Up With People was what
we would call a reactionary group
founded on the premise that good,
clean cut American kids could
counteract the wave of hippiedom
which was at that time (1969)
sweeping away traditional values.
Janet: The short version!
John: Yeah. So this gorgeous
blonde girl in a tasteful mini skirt
uniform was at the microphone
making an impassioned address

The first time I performed publicly
was with Leonard Perkins when
we were about eight years old.
Leonard’s people were from
across the river in Kentucky. He
taught me “Six Drunken Nights”
and we also performed “Way
Down Upon The Suwannee River.”
Bill: Did music play any role in
how you two met and clicked?
John: Now that is a long and
fascinating story...
Janet: The short version, John.
John: OK, I guess. One of my

to the masses about some point
of order of their manifesto or
something. She had this beautiful
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voice. Well, the meeting went
on and on and they never got to
the audition part. So I was going
out the door and she came up
to me (she noticed me!) and said
they were having an informal
Hootenanny in the park. So I
guess that’s the end of the short
version.
Bill: How and when did you first
get involved in the Columbus Folk
Music Society?
Janet: We had put together an
old time string band (The Pit Bull
String Band) to play at dances
like the Big Scioty Barn Dance
and we were looking to expand
our gig horizons. We had heard
about CFMS on WCBE when
Bill Monger was the cheerleader
for folk music in Columbus. The
Other Side Coffee House was also
listed in the Columbus Dispatch
entertainment section. So John
went to a meeting at Fort Hayes to
do some networking.
John: That meeting turned out
a lot like the Up With People
meeting. Everybody stood up and
made impassioned speeches to
keep folk music on WCBE and
of course the new management
had already made the decision
See Schomburgs – page 5
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and it was a lost cause. But it was
at that meeting that we met the
core of the Folk Music Society
who would become our closest
friends for the rest of our lives:
Fred Bailey, who I remember was
wearing a tie for some reason;
Marian Funk, who was in favor of
more Eastern European music;
Hank Arbaugh, the great folk
music scholar. Joe Prater may
have been there, probably Pat
Coffee, and Nancy Cline.
Bill: Over the years, you’ve
both done so many things
to support the CFMS –
performing, volunteering,
donating money, and more.
What are your favorite
“duties”?
Janet: John was President
for a while and I was the coffee
house manager. We really had
fun booking the acts for the coffee
house and sometimes for the folk
festival as well.
John: Naturally the Pit Bull String
Band was always happy to play.
Janet: The Central Ohio Folk
Festival started out as the Central
Ohio Dulcimer Festival so they had
a tradition of booking dulcimer
players who did not draw crowds
as some other genres might. We
decided to try for acts who were
known to the broader public with
the idea we could sell more tickets
and therefore pay the talent more.
John: So the first band I
contacted was the Kingston Trio,
who were still touring at that time.
Hey! If you’re going to go for it,
go for it! When I found out how
much they wanted I told Janet we
probably should aim a little lower.

Janet: So we got in touch with
Jean Ritchie who was famous
and affordable. That was a great
festival. I was sort of Jean’s
handler for that weekend and she
said she wanted to go out for a
beer. She was staying in a hotel
in, of all places, Westerville. Dry
capital of America. Home of the
Anti-Saloon League! There was
no beer to be had in Westerville.
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is the sweetest gig there is. Every
body in the audience wants you to
succeed. If you screw up nobody
judges. If it wasn’t for you guys,
we would probably move to
Florida full time.
Bill: What is it about folk music
that you find so special?
John: For most of human history
people have sung together and
danced together in social
groups. The folks singing
together join their voices
and in a very real sense it
becomes one voice and the
walls between selves lose their
rigidity. The little inconsistencies
in pitch between voices blend
and average out into a full
vocal orchestration.

The church that I was raised in
absolutely forbade the playing
The Pit Bull String Band
of musical instruments in
sacred music. You might consider
So we kept driving until we found
this an arbitrary and cultish rule.
a pizza place that sold beer. A
But what they could do was sing
memorable evening. Jean and
mightily! As a child I was placed
I having pizza and beer, talking
between two grown men and
dulcimers.
sang as loudly as I could to match
John: Someday I will tell you the my voice to theirs. All within the
wooden sound chamber of the
incredible and fascinating story
church. These people were not
of how we got the Holy Modal
professional singers and did not
Rounders back together!
consider themselves anything
Janet: But not now.
special. They were just folks. They
were magnificent!
Bill: Why do you both do so
much for the CFMS? What do
Nowadays the majority of people
you get out of it?
only sing together for two songs,
Janet: CFMS is our family. We’ve “The Star Spangled Banner” and
“Happy Birthday”. They are like
had quarrels; we’ve reconciled.
chickens raised in cages. They will
We’ve cried at weddings and
never know what it is to be what
we’ve cried at funerals. We
encourage the younger musicians they were born to be.
And that is what’s special about
and we tell them the stories
about the ones who came before. folk music.
Playing for the Folk Music Society
Janet: Was that the long version?
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Wow! A Chance to Hear
RJ Cowdery by Paying
What You WanT

by Bill Cohen

She’s a Southern Ohio girl, she’s
a brilliant singer-songwriter, she’s
won numerous national musical
awards, and she’s doing a miniconcert in Columbus March 3rd
for a bargain admission price:
whatever you want to donate.

RJ Cowdery will perform at the
First Unitarian Universalist Church,
93 W. Weisheimer from 5 to 6
p.m. on Sat, March 3. The event

is sponsored by In Spirit Ministries
and its monthly Saturday Chant,
a celebration of the joyful and
healing power of music. If this
event winds up like others in the
series, RJ will do a few songs
solo, and then, on other tunes,
she’ll be backed up by the In Spirit
House Band, a great group of
instrumental and vocal musicians.
RJ has been honored by the

Kerrville Folk Festival, Sisters Folk
Festival, Rocky Mountain Folk
Festival, Mountain Stage, and
many other musical venues.

Lincoln TheatEr presents world touring Irish folk band: The High Kings

The High Kings are an Irish folk
group formed in Dublin, Ireland
in 2008. The band consists of
Finbarr Clancy, Brian Dunphy,
Darren Holden and George
Murphy. By June 2016, the group
had released four studio albums,
two live albums, & two live DVDs.
Their first three studio albums
appeared at number three or
higher on the Billboard World
Music Chart, the first two went
platinum in Ireland, and all of their
albums charted in Ireland.

They began 10 years ago
when Irish record label
boss Dave Kavanagh
put together a show to
be broadcast on PBS
in America. Called The
High Kings, the PBS
broadcast on stations
across America launched
the band overnight.

Within a short time, the four
members realized they had not
only clicked as a creative unit AND
as friends; they knew they were
embarking on something special.
Kavanagh also knew that in order
to maintain any level of creative
interest they would have to boldly
go where no other Irish ballad
group had gone before. The
heyday of ballad groups such
as The Clancy Brothers and The
Dubliners was a distant memory
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for generations of music fans,
and to have another bunch of
Irish lads taking up the baton and
continuing the tradition was great
news. To say that The High Kings
are charting a new course for Irish
ballad music – equal parts rousing
and reflective, energetic and
insightful – is an understatement.
They are, essentially, marking out
a new and bright era for Irish folk
music.
The High Kings 10th Anniversary
18-month world tour began in
Ireland in December and begins
hitting the U.S. in March. Many
venues are already sold out.
They will be appearing at
the Lincoln Theater here in
Columbus on Friday, March 16.
Tickets are still available and can
be purchased at:
www.lincolntheatrecolumbus.com.

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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Save the Date . . .
The Saturday Music Jam at
Worthington Farmer’s Market
9:30-11:30am – each Saturday
at the Shops at Worthington Mall
(winter months). NOTE: the jam
location has moved and is now
located in the store front between
Pizzaz and Aladdins. All are
welcome to play. Please bring a
chair.

1st & 3rd Thursdays, March
1 & 15, 1:30-2:30pm: Jam
at Wesley Glen (Special
Care Unit) – 5155 N High St,
Columbus. Contact Mike Zajano
at: mikezajano@aol.com for more
info or to be put on the e-mail list.
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, March
14 & 28, 2-3pm: Jam at Laurels
of Worthington (Memory
Care Unit) – 1030 N. High St.,

Worthington. Contact Mike at:
mikezajano@aol.com for more
info or to be put on the e-mail list.
Saturday, March 24, FolkSide
Coffeehouse 6-7pm Open
Jam; 7-8pm Open Mic;
8pm Featured Performer:
Bohemian Highway. Held at:
the Columbus Mennonite Church,
35 Oakland Park Ave, Cols.
Suggested donation at door: $7;
students $5; CFMS members
$5; under 12 free. Handicap
accessible.
Saturday, April 7: COFF Benefit
featuring Dave Hawkins &
Grapefuit Moon: 6:30-9:30pm:
Held at El Vaquero Restaurant
(Banquet Room), 3230 Olentangy
River Rd, Cols, OH 43202. $10
donation at door.

BRITISH HUMOR IS DIFFERENT – classified ads actually placed in
U.K. Newspapers:

FREE PUPPIES 1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbor’s dog
FOR SALE BY OWNER Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45
volumes. Excellent condition, £200 or best offer. No longer needed, got
married, wife knows everything.

following our own
Friday, March 2: 8pm –
Whinestopper at Tara Hall, 274
E. Innis Ave, Cols, OH No cover;
gratuity appreciated.

Sunday, March 11: 10:30am 3pm – Avalon Nine & Friends/
Maple Syrup Fest Pancake
Breakfast. Held at: Lutheran
Memorial Camp, 2790 St Rt 61,
Fulton, OH 43321 (scenic drive
40 min N of Cols). Proceeds
benefit youth camp. Breakfast:
$8 ages 10 to adult and get
some maple syrup to take home.
www.lomocamps.org/events
Sunday, March 11: 12:30pm

– Joanie Calem / City Music
Kid Fun. Wild Goose Creative,
Columbus OH
Sunday, March 18: 2:00pm –
Joanie Calem / Pre Concert
Fun with the CSO. Capitol
Theater, Columbus, OH
Friday, March 23: 7pm
– BluesSwing at SPAN
Ohio benefit, First Unitarian
Universalist Church, 93 W.
Weisheimer Rd.
Sat, March 24: 7pm –
Grassahol at Java Central Cafe
and Roaster, 20 S State St,
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Welcome
to Our
New and
Returning
Members:
Joanne Blum (NEW)
Cynthia Deering (NEW)
Clint Frysinger (NEW)
J. Halada (NEW)
Sherry Hubbard (NEW)
Thom and Jan McCain
(Sponsor Level)

Rebecca Shaffer (NEW)

Want to find
out more
about the
Columbus
Folk Music
Society and its
events?
Visit: www.
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

OR

you can join as a
member. Benefits include:
camaraderie with fellow folk
music lovers in town, discounts
on certain admissions, this
monthly newsletter and the
comfort of knowing that all
events are family friendly! A
membership form is on page 8.

Westerville. No cover; gratuity
appreciated.
Thursday, March 28: 6:30pm
– Joanie Calem / Nationwide
Children’s Hospital for
Pickleberry Pie, Columbus, OH
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