
Want to get a good dose of 
inspiration from John Prine? 
Join us and the band consisting 
of Mike Hale and some friends, 

Patrick Casey, Renilda Marshall, 
and Ed Tatum who will be 
performing a great collection 
of John Prine material in the 

Banquet Room at El Vaquero’s 
on Sun, Nov 17 from 3-5pm 
at: 3230 Olentangy River Rd, 
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Illustration by Jenny Alberti

The Wonderhills:  many 
may remember a crowd 
favorite band with their stellar 
performances at the 2016 & 

2017 Central Ohio Folk 
Festivals. Their own local 
Indy Folk Series says 
of them: they “brought 
down the house at Indy 
Folk Series. . .” 
A five-member acoustic 
band from Bloomington, 
IN, masterfully weaves 
together guitar, banjo, 

fiddle, mandolin and bass, 
creating a sound at once 
evocative of old-time folk 

and bluegrass, yet generating 
an entirely new sound as 
they fashion new ideas and 

See Wonderhills – page  2

Indiana boys, The 
Wonderhills, Perform 
Nov 30 as part of CFMS’ 
Concert Series    Interview by Bill Cohen
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grooves not typically heard 
on these instruments. They 
combine rich harmonies and 
skilled instrumentation and 
write almost all of their own 
songs.

What follows is an interview 
conducted by Bill Cohen with 
a few members. 

Bill Cohen:   “What kind of 
music do these guys play?”  
That’s usually the first question 
our members ask when 
they are about to hear a 
band some of them are 
not familiar with.  Your 
promotional materials use 
several terms to describe 
your material – indie folk, 
roots, soul-grass, grass, 
and pop.  It may be difficult 
to explain in words, but 
what does your music 
sounds like?

Ryan Heimlich (vocals/
banjo):   This is actually 
a hard question for us 
to answer!  While we’re 
inspired by bluegrass music 
and use similar instrumentation 
( i.e. banjo, mandolin, etc.) 
we are pretty careful not to 
call ourselves bluegrass.  In 
terms of songwriting and 
composition, I’d say we have 
a much more contemporary 
sound.  But we also try hard 
not to come off as modern pop 
dressed up as bluegrass.  What 
we want to do musically is give 
homage to the folk music we 
all love by presenting it in the 
only way we know how to do it, 
through our viewpoint.

Nick Harley (vocals/guitar/

dobro):  Simply put we play the 
folk music that comes naturally 
to us.  We don’t really think too 
much about what kind of music 
we play – we just sort of do it. 
What we do when we play is an 
unfiltered version of each of us 
in acoustic form.

Bill:  You say that your original 
songs are “inspired by the 
wooded hills of Southern 
Indiana.”  What does that mean, 

and how does that play out in 
your tunes and lyrics?

Nick:   Personally speaking I 
am absolutely obsessed with 
the woods east of Bloomington, 
IN in Brown County. This is 
the same county that holds 
the Bean Blossom Bluegrass 
Festival, where Bill Monroe once 
owned a farm and the “church” 
of bluegrass music.  I often 
write songs out in the woods 
and consider those woods to be 
my own church.  So connecting 
to the hills out there, wandering 
aimlessly through the woods 
and exploring the dirt roads 

are a major inspiration for me. 
Lyrically speaking, I’ve written 
some of my better lyrics out 
there apart from roommates, 
the sound of a house and the 
sound of the street sound 
outside.

Ryan:   Generally speaking, 
southern Indiana has a rich 
history of folk and country 
music. The little Nashville Opry 
down the road from us in Brown 

County hosted many of the 
same names that played the 
real Grand Ole Opry.  My 
mother saw Johnny Cash 
there years before I was 
born.  We are products of 
our environment and ours 
is one of deep connections 
to folk and country music. 
While we as a band love rock 
and roll, classical and even 
hip hop, we feel at home 
when we play folk music 
because of our roots in 
southern Indiana.

Bill:   Telling us about 
well-known musicians who 

have inspired and influenced 
you might also help us to 
understand your style of music, 
so who are your musical heroes 
and heroines?

Nick:   My first memory of 
life is being at a Grateful 
Dead concert at Deer Creek 
in ‘90 something.  So without 
them I’m not quite sure what 
kind of musician I would be. 
Here’s a list of musicians that 
inspire me:  Jimmy Martin, Bob 
Dylan, Pavement, The Pogues, 
Bill Monroe, my uncles, The 
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“What we want to 
do musically is give 
homage to the folk 

music we all love by 
presenting it in the 
only way we know 

how to do it, through 
our viewpoint.”

 Ryan Heimlich
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Matchsellers and Clarence 
White. The people around me; 
my friends, I find to be my 
biggest inspiration.  

Ryan:   I can sit here all day and 
rattle off musicians and acts 
that have inspired my taste. 
Neil Young, Gillian Welch, Bob 
Dylan, and the Rolling Stones 
to name a few.  But my greatest 
musical influences are the 
people in my life who showed 
me what good music was.  My 
mother for giving me her copy 
of Grateful Dead’s “American 
Beauty”, my dad for taking me 
to my first concert (B.B. King, 
he still had it at 80!), my uncle 
for showing me who John Prine 
was. My family is the sole 
reason I have any interest in 
music.

Bill:   All 5 of you look pretty 
young, at least compared 
to many members of the 
Columbus Folk Music Society.  
What are your ages, and how 
young were you guys when you 
first got interested in music ?

Nick:  I think at this moment 
in time we are all 27 years of 
age.  I got interested in music 
as a child with Jerry Garcia’s 
voice and guitar playing being 
blasted into my head 24/7.  I 
took piano lessons at a young 
age but hated it.  I much 
preferred to make noise on the 
piano rather than melody, so 
piano lessons didn’t last too 
long.  I grew up watching my 
uncles play music and I couldn’t 
help my self to be a musician 
myself.  My great grandpa was 
a mandolin picker from Hazard, 

KY and every first born since 
has picked something. 

Ryan:   I’m 27 years old.  When 
I was 11 years old my best 
friend at the time handed me 
his walkman and told me to 
listen to track four.  That song 
was “Stairway to Heaven”, 
and this sounds corny, but it 
seriously changed my life!  I’d 
never heard anything like it 

before, and from that moment 
on I wanted to be a rock star. 
Within a year I had an acoustic 
guitar and was taking lessons 
once a week.  Within three years 
I was playing in a band in that 
same best friend’s basement. 
And when I arrived at Indiana 
University to go to college, I 
made a few new friends who 
all shared a love for rock and 
folk music.  We decided to start 
a band. That band became 
Wonderhills.

Bill:   The Wonderhills are now 
in your 8th year, about as long 
as the Beatles were together.   
That’s a pretty long life for one 
band to stick together.  What’s 

your secret to success on that 
front ?

Ryan:   We were all great 
friends before we were in a 
band together.  Peter, our 
mandolin player, and Nicholas, 
our guitar player, grew up 
together in South Bend. 
Connor, our bassist, and I 
had both grown up together 
in Columbus, IN.  And while 

none of us really knew our 
fiddle player Diederik before 
we started playing together, 
he’s just such a swell guy to 
be around!  So before we see 
each other as colleagues we see 
each other as good buddies. 
An unfortunate result is about 
half of our rehearsal time is 
swapping stories and making 
jokes, but that chemistry is 
why we’ve stayed together and 
grown as a band after all these 
years.

Nick:   We’re all best friends. 
We will all be at each 
others funerals.  We mostly 
understand each other.  We’ve 
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They’ve done a little instrument switching around here – for the fun of it! 
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Cols. Suggested donation $15. 
Door proceeds benefit the 2020 
Central Ohio Folk Festival.  

About John Prine (extracted 
from official press bio):
Two time Grammy-award winner, 
John Prine, is a singer songwriter 
who, from his eponymously 
titled first LP release in 1971, 
has continued to write and 
perform songs that have become 

central to our American musical 
heritage. Classics like, ‘Angel 
from Montgomery’, ‘Sam Stone,’ 
‘Paradise,’ and ‘Hello in There’ 
speak to the everyday experience 
of ordinary people with a simple 
honesty, and an extraordinary ability 
to get right through to the heart of 
the listener.
Long considered a “songwriter’s 
songwriter,” John Prine is a rare 
talent whose writing is greatly 
admired by his peers. 
. . . “He’s so good, we’re gonna 
have to break his fingers,” Kris 
Kristofferson said after witnessing 
a Prine performance.  Bob Dylan 
remarked, “Beautiful songs… 
Nobody but Prine could write like 

that.”  But long before the awards 
and accolades, the concerts and 
many albums, John Prine trudged 
through snow in the cold Chicago 
winters, delivering mail across 
Maywood, his childhood suburb.  “I 
always likened the mail route to a 
library with no books,” says John 
Prine. “I passed the time each day 
making up these little ditties.”
. . . John and his brothers – David, 
Doug, and Billy – grew up in a close, 
loving extended family where country 
music, the Grand ‘Ol Opry, good 
Southern cooking, and annual visits 
‘home’ to Kentucky were as naturally 
part of their lives as Chicago hot 
dogs and baseball!
Among the many awards and 
accolades John has received in 
recent times include is his 2003 
induction into the Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fame, 
an Americana Lifetime Achievement 
Award for songwriting and was 
honored at the Library of Congress 
by US Poet Laureate Ted Kooser. 
Prine has become for many, not 
just a well loved and appreciated 
songwriter, but a bonafide American 
treasure.

What follows is an interview 
conducted by Bill Cohen with 
a few members of the band 
whose focus will be to bring 
you the songs of 
John Prine. 

Bill Cohen:  Many of 
us have heard a few 
John Prine songs, 
but we don’t really 
know much about 
the man and his life.  
What can you tell us 
about him?

Patrick:  His family 
is from Kentucky, 
he was raised in 
Chicago and his dad 

really liked country music. After 
serving in the army, he worked 
as a mailman in Chicago and 
dabbled in song writing. He 
played a few of his songs at an 
open mic and the club owner 
hired him…so he had to write 
a bunch of songs in a hurry to 
complete a full set of music. 
Those songs became his first 
album.  He is a cancer survivor 
and had part of his right jaw 
removed a few years ago. He is 
72 years old and still touring 
and enjoying every minute of it.

Ed:   He sure seems like a guy 
you’d like to have for a next 
door neighbor. 

Bill:   What is so special about 
John Prine’s songs that you’ve 
all felt inspired to do a concert 
as a tribute to him?

Patrick:  He has always held 
up a mirror for us to observe 
life. . .its joys and sorrows. . . 
and he puts his unique spin on 
the “story” in the song. He’s 
a sensitive soul with a wicked 
sense of humor. 

Ed:   His lyrics so often directly 
touch upon some of your 
personal experiences and 
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Band Members L to R; Ed Tatum, Patrick Casey, Renilda 
Marshall, Mike Hale
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gives you the opportunity to 
reflect.  Although I’ve never 
had anyone jump into a 
foreign sports car, we have 
all experienced the feeling of 
rejection or non-reciprocated 
emotions.  And then other 
songs have a cavalier, devil-
may-care attitude that you are 
compelled to embrace.  Many 
songs have you singing along 
the first time you’ve heard 
them and they certainly play 
on an endless loop in your 
head.   
The other thing is there are 
just so many great songs.  
The most difficult part in 
planning for this show was 
narrowing our set list down for 
the time allotted.  Otherwise, we 
could be there all night! 

Bill:  Some CFMS members have 
tried their hand at song writing.  
Are there some lessons about 
song writing that we can learn 
from John Prine’s tunes and 
lyrics?  For example, how does 
he succeed so often in sparking 
emotions like sadness?

Patrick:  Heck [Editor’s note: 
that’s not Patrick’s exact word!], 

if I knew the answer to this 
question I’d be writing my own 
stuff.
Ed:   I have no idea!  How could 
a 20-something have captured 
so exquisitely the loneliness and 
monotony of old age?  He has 
said he spent a lot of time with 
his grandparents.  High level of 
empathy and exceptional level 
of awareness? 
Prine can tell a story in three 
to four verses while Dylan may 
use ten.  He has the ability 

to succinctly paint a lasting 
image for the listener. 

Bill:  For those folks who 
attend your November 
John Prine tribute concert, 
what should they expect to 
experience?

Patrick:  This concert is all 
about presenting the songs…
some old ones, some new 
ones.  We aren’t going to be 
“imitating” Prine, or doing 
things just like what’s on the 
records. It will be 3 guys with 
average voices singing and 
playing some exceptional 
songs written by a wonderful 
human being.  

Ed:   My hope is folks who 
know the songs will enjoy 
hearing our take on them, and 
folks that aren’t familiar with 
his work will be inclined to 
continue to listen and learn 
more after the show. 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, Nov 
17: 3-5pm. Venue: El Vaquero 
Banquet Room, 3230 Olentangy 
River Rd, $15 door donation.
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Oh, yes, and the band can be known to also have 
a little fun 

Do you want to know you’re 
helping the perpetuation of 
folk music and CFMS’ activites?  
An anonymous donor has 
again offered to match all 
donations to the Columbus 
Folk Music Society received 
before midnight Dec 31 (and 
has even upped the amount)!  
That means any donation you 
make before year-end will be 
matched up to a grand total 
of $700. In other words, if our 

members/friends collectively 
donate $700, that amount 
will be matched by another 
$700.  As we’re gearing up 
the production of Central 
Ohio Folk Festival 2020, your 
donations now will really help.  
This is a great opportunity to 
give $25, $35, $50 or more (and 
before year-end). Please give 
now in order to get the match!  
Mail to:  CFMS 2020 

Challenge, P.O. Box 20735, 
Columbus, OH 43220. For 
credit card transactions, 
donations can be done via 
PayPal at: https://www.
columbusfolkmusicsociety.
org/contact-donate.html, 
or directly through The 
Giving Store at: https://
www.columbusfoundation.
org/the-giving-store 
or email: treasurer@
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

YEAR END Matching Fund Challenge ! 

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
https://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/contact-donate.html
https://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/contact-donate.html
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been through crap together.  We 
love playing music together. 
We’re pretty much brothers. 

For all these reasons and 
more, we encourage you to 
come out to the concert on 
Nov 30. We are sure you’ll 
walk away from the evening  

inspired by the band and their 
talent. You can get a sampling 
of their music by listening 
here: https://wonderhills.
bandcamp.com

 The Columbus Folk Music Society                                      November, 2019
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If you attend the Wonderhills  
concert on Nov 30, you’ll be in for 
a DOUBLE treat; the night of our 
Annual Baked Goods/Food Service 
Auction. 100% of proceeds benefit 
Central Ohio Folk Festival 2020.
If you are familiar with the 
Columbus Folk Music Society and 
its “bakers and food purveyors” 
you know of our love for good 
music AND food!  If you are not 
familiar, you should definitely 

come and check our food out!  
There will be scrumptious baked 
goods AND some food service 
auction items: dinners, breakfasts, 
and other food services for 
auction.  
Come out Nov 30 for the 
double whammy:  music of 
the Wonderhills and the food-
related auction extravaganza.
And if you are a CFMS member or 

a friend, consider offering your 
baking/cooking talents.   
Baked goods for the auction can 
be brought the evening of the 
concert.  For food service auction 
item offerings, e-mail: secretary@
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 
for a form. Think outside the 
box :) –  consider offering in 
your home: ‘Lunch & a movie,’ 
‘dinner & games.’ ‘Breakfast & 
conversation,’ ‘Dinner & a jam.’

Being Thankful – Upcoming Concert by 
Bill Cohen Nov 29 will Help Us Do Just That

Auction Offerings at Nov 30 
Coffeehouse Concert

Bill Cohen’s annual concert 
focused on gratitude is 
becoming a Thanksgiving 
tradition for many in Columbus.

Friends.  Freedom.  Food.  
Music. Jobs. Parents. Children.  
Pets. Laughter. Emotions.  And 
dozens of other things.  We all 
have so much to be thankful 
for - everyday, not just 
Thanksgiving Day.

So join Clintonville musician 
Bill Cohen from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
on Fri, Nov 29 as he sings a 
unique concert of songs that 
express gratitude for all that 
we have.  It’s the 6th year Bill is 
presenting this musical theme.

Playing piano and guitar, he’ll 
sing songs written, made 
famous, or inspired by, a wide 
variety of folks - John Denver, 

the Weavers, Phil Ochs, Louis 
Armstrong, Don McLean, and 
others.  Even Johnny Appleseed, 
Jiminy Cricket, and the ‘old 
ladies’ on the TV show, “Golden 
Girls.” 

On several songs, Ann 
Fisher will add beautiful 
flute accompaniment, David 
Maywhoor will add the beat on 
percussion, and Joe Lambert and 
Joanne Blum will add soothing 
vocal harmonies.

The program will take place in 
the intimate sanctuary of the 
Maynard Avenue Methodist 
Church at 2350 Indianola in 
Columbus.  The church lot has 
room for a few cars, but you 
may have to search for parking 
spaces on nearby streets, so it is 
recommended you arrive early.

Besides the music, you’ll hear 
some thoughtful quotes, 
reminding us of our many many 
blessings on Planet Earth.  No 
sermons here but words of 
inspiration and emotion from 
sources as varied as Albert 
Schweitzer, Rod Serling, Gandhi, 
Einstein, and Buddha.

They’ll be asking for $10 per 
person donations at the door.  
Proceeds will go to help Bill’s 
wife Randi make her annual 
winter trek to the Dominican 
Republic.  That’s where she 
serves as a volunteer translator 
for the International Medical 
Alliance of Tennessee, a team 
of doctors and nurses who 
provide free basic medical care 
to impoverished Haitian workers 
who live and work just inside 
the D.R. border.

https://wonderhills.bandcamp.com
https://wonderhills.bandcamp.com
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Want to find out more about 
the Columbus Folk Music 
Society and its events? 
Visit: www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org   OR  
you can become a member. Benefits include: 
camaraderie with fellow folk music lovers in town, 
discounts on certain admissions, this newsletter 
and the comfort of knowing that all events are 
family friendly!  A membership form is on page 8.
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Save the Date
CONCERT:  Sun, Nov 17, 3-5pm. Mike Hale 
& Friends:  A John Prine Show – benefit for 
Central Ohio Folk Festival. Held in Banquet 
Room of El Vaquero, 3230 Olentangy River Rd,  
Cols. $15 donation. 
CONCERT:  Sat, Nov 30, 8pm.  The 
Wonderhills:  featured performer – CFMS’ 
Americana/Folk Concert Series.  Held at 
Columbus Mennonite Church, 35 Oakland 
Park Ave, Cols. Jam 6-7; Open Mic 7-7:45; 
Community Sing 7:45-8pm. $10 CFMS 
members, $15 non-members. NOTE increase. 
JAM:  Saturday Music Jam at Worthington 
Farmer’s Market 9:30-11:30am – November 
is when the jam moves INSIDE at the Shops at 
Worthington Mall; jam is by children’s area. 
All welcome, bring a chair.  
JAM:  1st & 3rd Tues every month at 
Claremont Retirement Village, 7041 Bent 
Tree Blvd, Cols. 1st Tues at Memory Care 
Unit, 2-3pm. 3rd Tues at main Dining Room 
(independent living), 2-3pm. Contact Jane 
at:  jvanauken@columbus.rr.com for more 
info on all the jams or to be put on e-mail 
notice list. All are welcome.
JAM:  2nd & 4th Tues every month at 
Worthington Christian Village, 165 
Highbluffs, Cols, 2-3pm. 
JAM:  1st & 3rd Thurs every month at 
Wesley Glen, 5155 N. High St, Cols. 1st 
Thurs at Health Center, 2:30-3:30pm. 3rd 
Thurs at Special Care Unit (best accessed-rear 
entrance), 1:30-2:30pm. 
JAM:  2nd & 4th Wed every month at 
Laurels of Worthington (Memory Care Unit), 
1030 N High St, Worthington, 2-3pm.  
JAM:  2nd Thurs every month: Acoustic 
Jam/Picking Party, 7-10pm. Mike Hale, 
Mary Miller hosts. Old Horseshoe Tavern/
Restaurant, 65 S. Main St, Johnstown, OH. 
OPEN MIC:  4th Thurs every month: 
Acoustic Open Mic, 7-10pm. Mike Hale, 
Mary Miller hosts. Old Horseshoe Tavern/
Restaurant.

Following Our Own
Fri, Nov 8, 7:30pm. 1960s Folk Music 
Coffeehouse concert with Bill Cohen.  King 
Avenue Methodist Church, 299 W King (at Neil) 
in Cols. Benefit. $10 donation at door. 

Fri, Nov 15, 5:30-7:30pm. Rob Maccabee at 
Franklin Park Conservatory Holiday Party. 

Fri, Nov 15, 7-9pm. Grassahol at Byrnes Pub, 
1248 West 3rd Ave. No cover.

Fri, Nov 29, 7:30-9pm. Songs of Gratitude 
presented by Bill Cohen. Maynard Avenue 
Methodist Church, 2350 Indianola Ave, Cols. 
Benefit.  $10 donation at door.

Welcome to Our New 
and Returning Members
Dave Hawkins (Good  
  Friend Level)
Eric Jackson
Stephen Hopkins family
Steve Seiple
Sandi Vitek
Ken Keller
Lea Anne & Tom Kangas 
  family
Kerry Stroup family
Avalon Nine Band
Theresa Schleifer
Howard Davis
Art & Sharon Mittenbergs 
  family
Steve Bittner family
Frank White family
Cheryl Lubow
Pat Marida
Steven Smith family
Diane/Kathleen Boston 
  family
Charlie Flowers family

Hugh Farthing
Jackie LaMuth
George Bennett
Betsy Salt
Peter Insabella
Bob Lipetz
Tom/Patricia Liszkay 
  family
Ed Pollock (Sponsor 
  Level)
Danny Mumy family
Linda Bolles
Cindy Ramsey
Melanie Shapiro
Julie Hall (NEW)
Don Caudy
Jim Luckhaupt
Jill Cook
Mike & Nancy Zajano 
  family
Karen Fries
Tom Nagel
Mike Harris
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