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John Prine: An American
Legend
Widely recognized as one of the most
influential songwriters of his generation,
John Prine was known for humorous lyrics
about love, life, and current events, as well
as serious songs with social commentary and
songs containing recollections from his own
life.
Prine earned 13 Grammy nominations and
four Grammy awards during his career, as
well as a Lifetime Grammy Achievement
Award.

accepted the PEN New England’s Song Lyrics
of Literary Excellence Award. At the age of
70, he was named Artist of the Year by the
Americana Music Association in 2017.
John Prine passed away in 2020 but his songs
live on. He has become one of our most
beloved songwriters and performers...a true
national treasure.
On November 20 the Columbus Folk Music
Society will present a Tribute to John Prine,
featuring four accomplished local musicians
(Mike Hale, Brian Szuch, Ed Tatum, Renilda
Marshall) performing an evening of John
Prine’s best-loved songs. On pages 2 and 3
you can read their comments about John
Prine. See page 2 for information about
registering for this concert.

See John Prine sing “Hello In There”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
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John Prine Tribute Concert, Nov. 20 at Mennonite Church. Preregistration via Eventbrite. To register, click
http://bit.ly/JohnPrine-CFMS

In 2003 Prine joined the Nashville
Songwriters Hall of Fame. In 1973 he
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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John Prine Tribute Band: Why They Love his Music
and Why You Should Come to The Nov 20 Show
Renilda Marshall:

Mike Hale:

I think a big part of the appeal of John Prine’s songs is
that they speak to everyone. While he was a very gifted
songwriter with an amazing way with words, his stories
are about everyday people; we see ourselves reflected in
the songs John wrote.

My first recollection of being aware of John Prine and his
music was probably about 1977. I played guitar at that
time but mostly of the Simon & Garfunkel sort of folk
with a little country mixed in. I was introduced to a
couple that sang a lot of traditional country and a lot of
Doc Watson. One night they played a song for me that I
He came from a middle class family and wrote quite a
had never heard, “Paradise.” I was sold! A song about
few songs while delivering the mail. He was familiar with the devastation caused by the strip mines! Up jumps my
the trials and tribulations that everyone experiences,
favorite folk singer.
having been through a lot himself—substance abuse,
bad marriages, and so forth. But he always kept a
From there I traveled back to John’s first recordings
twinkle in his eye.
(1971) and worked my way forward to today. His last
recording was his only Billboard 1# of his career (2
Probably my favorite thing about John was his uniquely months after he passed away). His tunes were funny,
cockeyed way of looking at the world. Especially in his
sometimes even sad. Songs about things that you related
later years, after having beaten cancer twice, he seemed to (and not everyone in the same way; whether it was a
to really be enjoying the ride. The last time I saw him in love song, current events or loss).
concert was on his Tree of Forgiveness tour just a couple
of years ago. He very literally danced his way off
He never had hits that were up to industry standards but
stage. It was a joy to witness.
that was okay. He was so genuine in concert and I did
manage to keep up with him from LP to cassette to CDs,
Like many others, I cried when we lost him last
and of course to online. So there is no excuse for not
year. Don’t know that we’ll ever see another quite like
discovering him for yourself.
John.

John Prine Tribute Concert, Nov. 20: Due to COVID-19, all attendees MUST be vaccinated and
wear a mask. Current capacity limit of 50%. You must pre-register via Eventbrite.com
http://bit.ly/JohnPrine-CFMS

Donation at door: $15 general public; $10 CFMS members & students; under 12 free.

An earlier CFMS Prine tribute concert
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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Prine Tribute Band Talks
About John Prine
Ed Tatum:
I first heard Prine when I was 16, hanging out at my
girlfriend’s house on Saturday mornings. Although at that
time I had zero interest in music that wasn’t from the British
invasion, I had sufficient interest in hanging out with
her. And, after a few listens, I decided that the Prine album
we were listening to was pretty darn good.
What hooked me at first was the carefree irreverence and
succinct social commentary of some of the songs. He nailed
exactly how I was feeling. As I continued to listen, I was
blown away by his songs of lost love and everyday life. I am
still amazed at how such a young man could have the
empathy and insight to write songs like “Hello in There” and
“Angel from Montgomery.”
Prine’s lyrics succinctly paint a rich and vivid story. While
others might pen 15 verses of a song, Prine’s canvas would
be full by three.
Fast forward many years and his music still speaks directly to
me. His music is timeless, and his philosophy and outlook on
life can provide good lessons as we live our own.

Hear John Prine sing “That’s the Way the World Goes Round”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnMNBTc1DQU
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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Welcome Our New and
Returning Members
Hugh Farthing
Larry Staats
Peter Insabella
Cheryl Lubow
Eric Jackson
Greg Denby
Robert Lipetz
Ken Keller
Andrew Rudy
Lea Anne
Kangas
Tom Kangas
Marilyn Mars
Beth Scherer
Renilda Marshall
Roger Benjamin
Madalyn
Benjamin
Howard Mosley
Vanja Mosley
Art Mittenbergs
Sharon
Mittenbergs
Jennifer CohenJordan
Linda McDonald
Charlie Flowers
Gayla Foote
Ed Haag
Sandi Vitek
Joanie Calem
Wanda Short
Karen Stephens
Ellen
Baumgartner
Mary Finney
Jane Van Auken
Greg Applegate
Teresa Schleifer
Katy Oberle
Jerry Duke
Mitchell Snay
Steven Smith
Martha Bowling
Leigh Lynch
Kerry Stroup

Bill Rodgers
Ted Cheney
Ellie Cheney
Mark Evans
George Bennett
Carol Kane
Loren Bucek
Roy Paulken
Jo Ann RadwinZimmerman
Jeff Putnam
Martha Morss
Ron Rhodes
Earlowe Rhodes
Alan Palo
Joanne Blum
Joe Lambert
J. Halada
Carter Jastram
Joanne Jastram
Stephen Hopkins
Dorothy Newton
Pamela Temple
Michele Murphy
John Volkmar
Kazuko Volkmar
Tom Nagel
Steve Bittner
Melissa
Brundage
Michael Hale
James
Luckhaupt
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Member Profile: Karen Stephens
Worthington jams for years, and invited me. My first time was
August 2015 (I think).
Joining the jam sessions felt like coming back to my roots. I’ve
been in church and school choirs since kindergarten (Mom made
sure of that!). Then there was Girl Scouts, where I could be my
own accompanist. Along the way, I picked up recorder, flute, lap
dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, bowed psaltery, and some other
oddities. But I was always most comfortable with folk-style
singing and guitar. I’ve enjoyed being able to share songs that
I’ve loved for years, but which aren’t widely known outside of
folk circles (Clancy Brothers, Peter, Paul & Mary, Andy M.
Stewart, etc.). I guess my favorites tend to be the slower, sweet
ballads where I can use my high voice, although I do a few of the
more rowdy ones also!

Note: For a number of years Karen Stephens has been a
prominent member of the CFMS jamming group known as
the Worthington Squares. Her lilting soprano voice and Irish
folk songs have contributed much to the group’s popularity.
She was interviewed for this issue of the newsletter.
Q: When did you get interested in folk music?
A: A lot of my folk music background came from Texas. I was a
Girl Scout during the mid-to-late 60s when EVERYONE was
playing guitar. I started in 3rd or 4th grade with one chord book,
and the rest came from watching other players (strum styles,
picking patterns). The 60s folk sound morphed into the Renewal
movement in church music in the 70s, so my sister and I
supplied the weekly music for Sunday School and Youth Group
for 10 years or so.
Q: Where did you grow up?
A: Born and raised in Houston, TX. Alma mater is Rice
University. Played flute/piccolo in marching band for high
school/college. Irony is I hate football, always had losing teams,
but because of band I never missed a game! Moved to Ohio in
’86 when the oil bust hit Houston.
Q: Tell us about your working days.
A: There isn’t much to report. I worked for an insurance
broker, then an insurance company before coming to OCLC. I
retired in 2011.
Q: How did you hear about the Columbus Folk Music Society?
A: I’m pretty sure I first heard about CFMS from Steve Ing when
he joined our church in 2014 or 2015. We have an outdoor
Chapel in the Woods that we use Memorial Day to Labor Day,
and I was doing the music the Sunday his family first attended.
So he made sure I knew about CFMS. He had been going to the

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Q: Speaking of guitars, which guitar(s) do you play?
A: My sister and I shared a circa-1972 Yamaha, until she got an
Ovation. I still have the Yamaha, but also a Martin D-28 I bought
at Wildwood Music in Coshocton. My current jam instrument,
however, is a parlor-size Yamaha – works much better in
crowded jam settings!
Q: What music do you like to listen to?
A: I have an extensive Celtic collection (Clancys, Tommy
Makem, Silly Wizard, Tannehill Weavers, Andy M. Steward), and
a number of dulcimer albums I picked up at festivals. To tell you
the truth, though, I don’t actually listen to music all that much
(strange, I know). I’d much rather be making it than listening!
Q: You’ve had some health issues recently, haven’t you?
A: 2019 was pretty rough – diagnosed with cancer in February,
then surgery, then chemo. Am currently finishing up a 3rd round
of chemo, and am feeling pretty reasonable. However, per
advice from my oncologist, I’m staying close to home while covid
is still surging. Take my advice – if you have to go through
chemo, don’t do it during a pandemic! (eye roll)
Q: Has your experience playing with the Worthington Squares
group been a positive one?
A: I like what CFMS jams do as ambassadors for folk music –
especially with the young ones! The pandemic has really put a
damper on that, but I’m hoping we can eventually offer the
music again. This may sound odd, but I think one of the best
things we offer to an audience is the realization that you DON’T
have to be a professional to make music!! We have folks of all
abilities – some who picked it up later in life, and others who are
life-long music makers. But it doesn’t matter! We can all come
together and have fun.
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Remembering John Prine: The It’s That Time of Year….Have
Ultimate Songwriter’s
Your Donations to CFMS
Songwriter
Doubled!
Having passed away on April 7, 2020, John Prine is considered
a legend in the folk world. Prine was born and raised in
Chicago. During the late 1960s, while Prine was delivering
mail, he began to sing his songs (often first written in his head
on the mail route) at Open-Mic sessions at the Fifth Peg in
Chicago. The Fifth Peg was a gathering place for the nearby
Old Town School of Folk Music teachers and students. He
popularity continued to grow and Prine became a central
figure in the Chicago folk revival. Over the course of his life,
he produced 18 studio albums, 5 live performance albums
and 2 compilation albums. Album titles reflected his penchant
for capturing everyday life and elevating it to an experiential
‘jewel’.
Many have written about Prine, but we stumbled across this
engaging and insightful article by Jason Greene, penned right
after Prine’s death in April of 2020. The article is posted on
music review site: pitchfork.com. Remembering John Prine,
the Ultimate Songwriter’s Songwriter is a great read and
includes some links to performances by a youthful Prine.
https://pitchfork.com/features/afterword/remembering-john
-prine-the-ultimate-songwriters-songwriter/

CFMS Moves Into the Modern
Age
We now have an Instagram account and a Twitter account. My
guess is that most of use will not be using them, but the younger
generation does!

The Columbus Folk Music Society is reaching out to all
those who have enjoyed our programs over the years.
As an organization we seek to bring you engaging and
thoughtful experiences of folk music performances
throughout the year. Our annual festival at the
beginning of May includes folk music, dance, story
telling, and other folk art experiences.
For the past five years, we’ve had an anonymous donor
come forward towards the end of the year. The offer is
to match all donations to our organization beyond those
of regular membership dues, that are received before
December 31, up to a total of $1,000. That means if we
are able to raise $1,000, it will be matched by our
generous member to a grand total of $2,000.
As we enter new territory for the immediate future
anyway, your contributions will certainly help our
efforts! You will also experience the pride of knowing
that you are bolstering the growth and perpetuation of
the folk arts in the Columbus area.
Donations may be made via our PayPal link on our
website at: https://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/
contact-donate.html
or via a check made payable to Columbus Folk Music
Society and mailed to: CFMS, P.O. Box 20735, Columbus,
OH 43220
We thank you in advance for your consideration!

CFMS has moved into the modern age with both Instagram and
Twitter accounts. Here are the handles in case you want to learn
more:
Instagram: #cfmscolumbus
Twitter: @cfmscolumbus
Get your kids and their friends to follow us for information about
our upcoming concerts and events!

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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CFMS Notes
Fun, Entertaining, and
Thoughtful: Bill
Cohen’s Online
Gratitude Concert

doctors, nurses, and medical students provides free medical care to impoverished, disenfranchised Haitian workers
who live and work just inside the D.R. border. Randi serves
as the group’s interpreter, bridging the language gap between the Spanish-speaking patients and the Englishspeaking medical workers.

Bongos & the ‘60s
Songwriter

Friends. Freedom. Food. Music. Parents. Children. Pets.
Laughter. Emotions. And dozens of other things. Despite
the virus, racial injustice, and many other challenges, we all
have so much to be thankful for.
So join Bill Cohen from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday November 26 as he sings a unique concert of songs that express
gratitude for all that we have. It’s the 8th year for Bill presenting this musical theme.
Playing piano and guitar, he’ll sing songs written by, made
famous by, or inspired by, a wide variety of folks --- John
Denver, the Weavers, Phil Ochs, Louis Armstrong, Don
McLean, and others. Even Johnny Appleseed, Jiminy Cricket, and the “old ladies” on the TV show, “Golden Girls.”
On several songs, Ann Fisher will add beautiful flute accompaniment, David Maywhoor will keep the beat with percussion, and Joe Lambert and Joanne Blum will add soothing
vocal harmonies.
This program will be entirely online. Whether or not you’re
a member of Facebook, you can see and hear the show by
going to the Facebook page called “Bill Cohen Sings.” You
can either search for that page online yourself, or you can
click on this link, and hopefully that will connect you.
WWW.Facebook.com/BillCohenSings
This is a free concert, but if you appreciate the songs and
the message, we’ll be welcoming donations for a non-profit
charity, International Medical Alliance of Tennessee. That’s
the group that Bill’s wife Randi goes with to the Dominican
Republic every February. The totally-volunteer group of
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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By Scott Alarik, used with permission
A story I tell in my Roots of Songwriting workshop is how the
Greenwich Village songwriter scene got started. It actually
began before Bob Dylan showed up, according to ‘60s songwriter Eric Andersen. In the beginning, the coffeehouses were
haunts for the beat poets. People packed them, eager to hear
beatniks talking dirty through a microphone, accompanied by
goateed bongo players in sunglasses. Cool, baby, cool.
Folksingers were hired to perform between the poets’
sets. One theory is that owners thought music would be a nice
break. Another is that it cleared the house, allowing a fresh
set of tourists to pay up for a whiff of the hipster scene. Dig it,
man.
Back then, Eric says, the folksingers were all doing traditional songs. The beat poets confronted them, saying, “You’re
always talking about authentic this and authentic that. It’s all
about being authentic, man. But you sing about being sailors
and soldiers, lumberjacks and maids a-milking. And you’ve
never done any of those things. If you cats are so authentic,
how come you got no songs about being Eric Andersen?”
That was taken as a challenge. Why don’t we sing about
what it’s like to be us? That’s what the folks who created the
old songs did, after all. So they began writing songs in a folk
style that chronicled their own lives and times with the same
uncompromising honesty that the old songs did. It was instantly clear how different these songs were from the commercial treacle of the day, and that they belonged more to
folk than pop. Soon, people were flocking to the coffeehouses
to see these new folksingers, mixing traditional gems with
songs about their own lives, and the beat poets faded into
legend.
“Then we went to Cambridge with our new songs,” Andersen told me with a dry chuckle, “and got called
‘inauthentic’ by all these bluegrass pickers from MIT.
Go figure."
Contact us at: Voicemail 614-470-3963
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Storytellers To Tell Tales
November 6

Save the Date
Concerts
Friday, November 26, 7:00 to 8:30 PM Bill
Cohen Gratitude Concert. Whether or not
you’re a member of Facebook, you can see and
hear the show by going to the Facebook page
called “Bill Cohen Sings.” You can either
search for that page online yourself, or you can
click on this link, and that should connect you.
WWW.Facebook.com/BillCohenSings
This is a free concert, but if you appreciate the
songs and the message, we’ll be welcoming
donations for a non-profit charity, International
Medical Alliance of Tennessee.

As one of the folk arts, storytelling is as old as folk music, probably
even older. And the mission of the Columbus Folk Music Society
is to promote all of the folk arts, including storytelling.
And so, members of CFMS are invited for a cozy evening of good,
old-fashioned storytelling Saturday November 6 at the Ohio
History Connection, 800 E. 17th Avenue, as the Storytellers of
Central Ohio present their annual Tellebration.
At the event the whole family can enjoy, 7 storytellers – some of
them CFMS members -- will tell tales: Joanie Calem, Julie
McGhee, Erin O'Neil, Joyce Geary, Judy Clapper, Craig & Cindi
Garrelts. Roy Nichols will emcee.
Some stories will be light and humorous. Others may have a
touch of mystery. Still others will be heart-warming.
Folksinger Bill Cohen will lead off the evening at 6:30 pm with a
half hour of music that tells heartfelt stories. Then, at 7 pm, the
storytellers will take the spotlight.
As a Covid safety precaution, all those in the audience will be
required to wear masks, and the crowd will be spaced throughout
the history museum’s auditorium.
Donations of $10 per person are suggested.

Saturday, November 20, 8:00 PM John Prine
Tribute Band Concert at the Mennonite Church,
35 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus. Mike Hale,
Renilda Marshall, Ed Tatum, and Brian Szuch
will perform John Prine’s tunes with the passion they deserve. Due to COVID-19, all

attendees MUST be vaccinated and wear a
mask. Current capacity limit of 50%. You must
pre-register via Eventbrite.com:
http://bit.ly/JohnPrine-CFMS

Donation at door: $15 general public; $10
CFMS members & students; under 12 free.

With Holidays
Coming…...

Jam Sessions
Daily Zoom Jam Sessions

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 10:00
am to noon; Wednesday, Friday, Sunday: 2:00
to 4:00 pm. To see the current link to these
sessions, send an e-mail request to Jane
VanAuken vanaukj@gmail.com

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the
same products and prices as listed on Amazon.com. The
difference is, when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of eligible products to a charitable organization of your
choice. The Columbus Folk Music Society is listed as one of
the charities with the Amazon Smile program. You’ll only
need to shop via the smile.amazon.com link. Use your same
sign-in name and password you use for Amazon.com.
The first time you visit smile.amazon.com, you choose from
a searchable list of charities. You can choose a different one
at any time. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

In-Person Jam Sessions

Saturday morning jam sessions from 9:30 to
11:30 at All Saints Lutheran Church, 6770 North
High Street, Worthington. It is located about a
mile north of the Village Green on the east side
of High across from Ethan Allen Furniture.
Parking adjacent to the building.
Jam sessions also on some Saturdays at
Worthington Farmers Market.
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The Columbus Folk
Music Society
P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

We’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Next issue:
December 2021

YOUR LOGO HERE

www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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